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" Mantinean " type ; and on the other hand the Isthmian
maritime states, Megara, Corinth, Sikyon, remained, except
for short democratic interludes at Megara and Sikyon, under
the rule of moderate oligarchies. Eacceptio probat regulum.
The most permanent motive behind fifth century Argive
policy is hatred and fear of Sparta, which had already robbed
Argos of much land and of an ancient hegemony ; and hatred
of Sparta prompted alliance with Athens, the young and
brilliant claimant to the hegemony of Greece. Hence a
tendency to borrow Athenian and shun Spartan political
ideas. The Isthmus cities on the other hand had suffered at
the hands of Athens, the great new dominant sea-power,
and feared the old imperial aspirations of Argos too. Hence
they leaned on Sparta, and democratic tendencies in them
were weakened by the feeling that democracy was a device
of the foreign foe. Also, such movements towards democracy
as did manifest themselves in the later fifth century at
Sikyon and Megara were, under the stress of the Peloponnesian
War, suppressed by Spartan spears.1 The history of these
states, between Athens and Sparta, is an interesting example
of the real influence of subjective causes in history.)

In the eighth century, then, aristocracy rules everywhere.
Where there had been a Dorian conquest, the conquerors
had naturally occupied the best land and settled in the midst
of it, often occupying the old Bronze Age walled city site,
as a garrison on terms of potential armed hostility to their
surrounding subjects ; and the subjective but grim realities
of race-hatred were superimposed upon the omnipresent
class feeling. But, we repeat, a conquest was not a necessary
step towards the emergence of an aristocracy. In some
Greek states, such as the go-ahead Kolophon and Kyme,2
all those well-to-do landowners who could afford to serve
as cavalry had some say in the government. More commonly,
full citizenship rested on some sort of hereditary qualification;
but even then the members of the government, in looking
after their own interests, were looking after those of other
" knights " and prosperous landholders too, and, in case of
1 Thk. iv, 74 j v, 81.                3 See pp. 165-172 f.